Chapter Three

Overview of County and Non-County Parks and Recreation Suppliers

CHAPTER THREE

ANALYSIS OF COUNTY
PARKS AND TRAILS

INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides an inventory and analysis of existing County Parks
and Trails and Non-County Recreational resources. Analysis of the existing
kinds of recreational resources available to county residents and their
location helps provide the planning context for developing the
Comprehensive Parks and Trail plan for Chisago County. A synthesis of
this information along with the community input obtained from the public
meetings on issues and opportunities, and background information on
demographics and recreation trends provides the framework for the 2020
Chisago County Park and Trail Plan.

COUNTY PARKS

Chisago County operates and maintains approximately 793 acres of parks

and trails.  All of the County Parks are adjacent to water resources,
marshes, streams or lakes.

In general, the parks in the northern section of the county are not
extensively developed. Parks in the southern section tend to be more
developed. The recreational opportunities offered in the northern parks is
generally passive and consists of nature viewing and walking.
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Location Map

Entry sign

Beach and
Parking lot

CHECKERBOARD COUNTY PARK

CLASSIFICATION: County Park
SIZE: 76 Acres

LOCATION: Four miles east of North Branch on Trunk Highway 95.
Surrounded by residential uses, woods, and wetlands.

EXISTING FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES:

e Hiking

e DPicnic shelter

e Restrooms

o Grills

e Picnic tables

e Playground: slide, merry-go-round, swings, hanging bars, shovel
e Volleyball

e Horseshoes

¢ Swimming Beach

e Parking lot.

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:

e DPossible expansion to include adjacent wetland.

ADJACENT LAND USES: wetland, wooded, residential.

COMMENTS: Checkerboard County Park is located east of North
Branch on Trunk Highway 95. It is popular for active and passive
recreation and has one of the County Park system’s swimming areas.
Opportunities for games such as volleyball and horseshoes are present.
This park is less crowded than other parks in the county. Surrounding
wooded area may be developed for residential use.
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DENNIS FRANDSEN COUNTY PARK

CLASSIFICATION: County Park

SIZE: 117 Acres

LOCATION: North Shore of Rush Lake, near Rush City. Surrounded by
rural residential and agriculture.

EXISTING FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES:

Fishing pier

Picnic tables

Lake access and roughly two miles of shoreline
Shelter

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:

e State grant application for park amenities submitted in 1999, 2000
and 2001.

ADJACENT ILAND USES: Agricultural, wooded, residential.

Fishine Pier COMMENTS: Two miles of shoreline. Popular for fishing. Few site
improvements to date, but a master plan has been prepared. It does not
receive the usage that other Chisago County Parks do; however, it is very
popular as a shoreline fishing location. Therefore, it has fewer site
improvements than other parks in the system. It does provide an extensive
shoreline along Rush Lake and its off-the-beaten track aspect has its own

appeal.
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Location Map

View

FISH LAKE COUNTY PARK

CLASSIFICATION: County Park
SIZE: 152 Acres

LOCATION: West Shore Of Fish Lake, near Harris. Surrounded by
agriculture and rural residents.

EXISTING FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES:

e Swimming beach

e Boat Launch

e Hiking

e Cross-country skiing

e Two picnic shelters with electrical service, grills, picnic tables
e Restrooms

e Playground: slide, merry-go-around, swings

e Jake access: winter and summer.

e Lake side bench seating

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:
e Playground improvements

e DPossible expansion along south shoreline.
ADJACENT ILAND USES: Wetland, wooded and residential.

COMMENTS: Fish Lake County Park is located on the east Shore of Fish
Lake. It is very popular and provides the best swimming beach within the
Chisago County Park system. The park can be crowded on summer
weekends. The park has the most building structures within the park
system. It is popular for ice fishing and for its swimming beach. It is
located close to Harris and has excellent access to Interstate Highway 35.

Chisago County Park System Plan

5/9/06 3-7



Chapter Three Overview of County and Non-County Parks and Recreation Suppliers

% Chisago County Cﬂmww

Fish Lake Park

Fish Lake

Swimming Beach

ve Parks .and Tralls Plaﬂ

W ey .- e

Chisago County Park System Plan

5/9/06

3-8




Chapter Three

Overview of County and Non-County Parks and Recreation Suppliers

Location Map

Aerial View

Karl Oskar House

KI-CHI-SAGA COUNTY PARK

CLASSIFICATION: County Park

SIZE: 98 Acres

LOCATION: South of Lindstrom off County Road 25. Near Lindstrom.
Surrounded by rural residential, agriculture, and a game refuge.

EXISTING FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES:

e Historic Karl Oskar house

e Hiking

e Cross-country skiing

o Three softball fields

e One picnic shelter with electrical service
o Grills

e DPicnic Tables

e Playground: play structure

e Volleyball

e Horseshoes

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:

e Accessibility path to shelter, two soccer fields in 2001, one picnic
shelter, potential additional parking.

ADJACENT LAND USES: Agricultural, wildlife refuge, wooded,
residential.

COMMENTS: Ki-chi-saga County Park is located on the south shore of
South Center Lake. It is located close to the Chisago Lakes area, which is
the county’s biggest population center. It is popular for active and passive
recreation and has one of the county’s historic homes, the Karl Oscar
house. The park has the largest number of softball fields within the County
Park System. An added attraction is the abutting wildlife refuge, which
affords wildlife viewing opportunities from trails within the park.

Chisago County Park System Plan
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Location Map

Kost Dam

KOST DAM COUNTY PARK

CLASSIFICATION: County Park

SIZE: 27 Acres

LOCATION: Between North Branch and Lindstrom off County Road 14
and 15. Surrounded by agriculture and rural residential.

EXISTING FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES:

e One interpretive shelter
e Grills

e Picnic Tables

e Play Area: slide, swings
e Restrooms

e Bank fishing

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:

e Playground equipment
e DPossible park expansion to the north and east.

ADJACENT ILAND USES: Agricultural, wooded, residential.

COMMENTS: Kost Dam County Park is located on the south branch of
the Sunrise River. Important historic site. It is a picturesque spot that takes
advantage of the sights and sounds provided by Kost Dam. The park is
located between North Branch and the Chisago Lakes. It is popular for
passive recreation as a picnic and fishing site.

Chisago County Park System Plan
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COUNTY TRAILS

SUNRISE PRAIRIE TRAIL

CLASSIFICATION: County Trail

SIZE: 24 miles (through Chisago and Washington Counties.)

LOCATION: South of Wyoming to North Branch. Follows the original
Burlington Northern Railroad line constructed in 1867-1870. Passes though
areas of hardwood forest, deep marsh wetlands, the Sunrise River and the
town of Wyoming and Stacy. Surrounded by various rural and urban areas.

EXISTING FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES:

e Bituminous trail for biking, in-line skating, hiking.
Location Map e Parallel-unpaved trail for snowmobiles and horses.
e DPicnic and parking facilities

PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS:

e None planned

COMMENTS: This trail follows the abandoned-northern railroad right-
of-way. It connects to the Hardwood Creek Trail in Washington County.

Trail View
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NON-COUNTY RECREATIONAL
PROVIDERS

There are several “outside resources” influencing recreational opportunities
offered to Chisago County residents. In addition to the Chisago County
Park system, there exist many municipal parks, state and federal parks/lands
and private recreational providers. This section outlines these comparable
recreational providers within Chisago County. These providers are private
and publicly owned and offer facilities and amenities that may have an
influence on future planning for the Chisago County Park and Trail system.

FEDERAL AND STATE MANAGED
PARKS/AREAS

Upper and Lower St. Croix National Scenic Riverway

In 1968, the St. Croix River north of Taylor’s Falls was designated as a
National Wild and Scenic River. Then the portion of the River south of
Taylors Falls received the same designation in 1972. The National Park
Service and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources developed
management plans for the designated areas. This area offers scenic
opportunities.

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources-Natural Areas
Carlos Avery Wildlife Management Area

The DNR manages this 23,000-acre area of upland forests, grassland, fields
and wetland marshes lying on the Anoka Sand Plain. The WMA was
established for wildlife production, public hunting and trapping and “other
uses compatible with wildlife management” in Northeastern Anoka County
and Western Chisago County for wildlife purposes. The area contains 57
miles of roads and more than 23 miles of trails and fire breaks. The forest
and grassland areas are managed through selective cutting, controlled
mowing and burning, planting of food plots, and tree planting. Wetland
areas in the WMA are maintained using a system of dikes and control
structures, prescribed burning and level ditching.

The area is a haven of rare animal species, including wolves and eagles and
Sandhill Cranes. The primary public recreational use of the Carlos Avery
WMA is the hunting and trapping of waterfowl, deer, squirrel, mink,
muskrat, raccoon and beaver.

Chisago County Park System Plan
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Interstate State Park

Interstate State Park is 293 acres in size and was established in Minnesota in
1895 and Wisconsin followed suit and established its own state park across
the St. Croix River in 1900. Visitors can see at least ten different lava flows,
fossil remains of ancient creatures, and tracks of various creatures and ripple
marks left in stone by now vanished seas. The magnificent glacial formation
of the park makes rock climbing a favorite recreational activity for many
visitors to the park. The park also provides camping sites and facilities and
canoeing opportunities.

Wild River State Park

Wild River State Park was established in 1978. Nearly 5,000 acres of the
Park’s 7,008 acres were donated by Northern States Power Company.
Approximately 10,000 years ago, the melting of the last glacier formed
Glacial Lakes Duluth and Grantsburg; these lakes supplied the waterpower
to create the present day St. Croix Valley. Like other parks in the county,
this too was a popular logging area years ago. Among the variety of
recreational activities available at the Park are over 35 miles of hiking and
skiing trails.

Chengwatana State Forest

The Chengwatana State Forest was established in 1953, and encompasses
about 29,000 acres in Pine and Chisago counties. About 17,000 acres are
publicly owned. It contains a variety of outdoor recreation facilities,
including Snake River Campground (Pine County) hiking and skiing trails,
and snowmobile trails. The Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Trail crosses
the State Forest and will eventually connect the Twin Cities Metropolitan
Area to Duluth. Primary uses of the trail are hiking and snowmobiling, and
some sections are used for horseback riding. During the winter, the trial
connects Chengwatana, St. Croix State Park, and St. Croix and Nemadji
State Forests.

MUNICIPAL PROVIDERS

Almelund-City Parks

Carl Almquist Field
This park features a softball and baseball field.

Chisago County Park System Plan 5/9/06 3-17
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Triangle Park
Triangle Park consists of green space with a monument dedicated to

Swedish Pioneers.
Center City —City Parks

Water Tower Park

Water Tower Park is located at 150 Busch Avenue. It provides a picnic
area, a playground area that includes swings, slides, a merry-go-round,
skating rink and a volleyball court. It is small and is only a half-acre in size.
(The most popular park in Center City.)

LG. Long Park.

This one-acre park is located at the intersection of Nelson Lane and Nelson
Court. It provides a playground area, with swings, a slide, jungle gym, canoe
access and fishing.

South Park

This 3-acre park is undeveloped and built on four peninsulas located at
South Center Lake, North Lake and Pioneer Lake but does have picnic
tables. This park used to be a popular swimming beach back in the 1940s.
Now it cannot be used as a swimming beach.

Chisago Lake Lutheran Church Park
Adjacent to the Church is a two or three acre park with a softball and
baseball field

Chisago City-City Parks

Chuckie Lundquist Park

Chuckie Lundquist Park was dedicated in the 1960 ‘s and is 3.3 acres in size.
It provides an ice rink with a warming house and facilities for tennis,
baseball, softball and basketball activities.

Dahl House Park

This tot lot was built in the 1960’s and was furnished by the Chisago City
Booster Club. It has some minor playground equipment and is the site of
well #3. This park is one tenth of an acre in size.

Vilhelm Moberg Park

This park was formerly known as Central Park and was dedicated as
Vilhelm Moberg Park in 1997 by the King and Queen of Sweden. This park
is mainly used as the Gateway to the Chisago Lakes Area and as a
community-meeting park. It is two acres in size and provides facilities for

Chisago County Park System Plan
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picnics and special events, which include playground equipment, a pavilion,
benches and a drinking fountain.

Paradise Park

Paradise Park was built in 1992 with a grant form the Minnesota DNR.
This is the largest of the City Parks and is on the site of the former Paradise
Resort.

Triangle Park
Triangle Park is the site of the Ernest Hawkinson memorial.

Chisago City-Natural Areas

Waterpower Park

Watertower Park was created in 1998. The Park consists of a few minor
walking trails. As the park is mostly wetland, there are no plans to develop
this park.

Harris City-City Parks

Firemen’s Park
This one-acre park is located off of Co Rd. 9 and provides facilities for
volleyball, a horseshoe pit, a picnic shelter, grills and swings.

Schoolyard Park

This four-acre park is located off of County Road 9 and provides a picnic
shelter, horseshoes, volleyball, basketball, and a tennis court and playground
area.

Stark field Park
This large field located on County Road 10 offers softball and baseball
activities and has bleachers and a concession stand.

City of Lindstrom-City Parks

Library Park
Located on the West end of Newell Ave *(Behind the Lindstrom Public

Library) Size: .5 acre

Features: picnic facilities, brand new play equipment and swings, .
Restrooms.  Specific Equipmentl handicap swing, 3 belt swings, 1
composite structure with 1 slide and 1 overhead event.

Chisago County Park System Plan
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Lindstrom Beach Park

Located on South Lindstrom Lake, at the West end of Newell Ave. *(South
of the Dinnerbel Restaurant) Size: 3 acres

Features: sand beach, swimming area, boat tie-up, fishing pier, sand-pit
volleyball, shelter, picnic tables, charcoal grills, swings, playground
equipment with separate play for toddlers, drinking water, portable toilets,
winter access for ice fishermen, paved walking paths. This park and all of its
amenities are all handicapped accessible.

Specific Play equipment: 1 preschool structure with 1 slide. 1 composite
structure with 3 slides and 2 overhead events. 1 tot swing, 1 handicaped
swing, 2 belt swings

Lion’s Park

Located adjacent to Lindstrom City Hall on the east end of Sylvan Ave Size:
5.5 acres

Features: a small island accessible by a covered foot bridge, playground
equipment, pavilion, much open green space, picnic tables, drinking water,
electricity, portable toilets for general use and new, conventional bathrooms
for community hosted events.

Specific Play equipment: 1 composite structure with 2 slides & a tire swing.
2 teeter-totters

North Meadow Park

Located on Co. Rd 19, West of Hwy 14. *(North west of Tom Thumb)

Size: 2.2 acres

Features: Green space for soccer and baseball, picnics, half-court basketball,
tetherball, separate play equipment for elementary and preschool ages,
drinking water, and portable toilets. Completely handicapped accessible.
Specific Equipment:. 1 tot swing, 1 handicap swing, 2 belt swings, 1
composite structure with 2 overhead events. 1 composite structure with 3
slides. 1 children’s table with roof.

Pleasant Hill Park (F.K.A. “The Hollow™)

Located on Pleasant Ave. *(South of the Break on 8 coffee shop)
Size: 64 acre

Features: ball diamond and winter sledding opportunities.

Pump House Park

Located on 3" Ave and Co. Rd 20 *(North of Interstate Lumber)

Size: 1.25 acres

Features: ball diamond, soccer practice board, state-of-the-art half-court
basketball, open green space for football, picnic tables, portable toilet, new
playground equipment and swings with wheelchair accessible surfacing in
the play area.

Chisago County Park System Plan

5/9/06 3-24



Chapter Three

Overview of County and Non-County Parks and Recreation Suppliers

Specific Equipment:. 1 tot swing, 1 handicap swing, 2 belt swings, 1
composite structure with 1 slide and 2 overhead events.

Skate Park

Located on the East End of Sylvan Ave *(South of the cemetery)

Size: 2.2 acres

Features: lighted hockey and pleasure-skating rinks with warming house and
speaker system for music. .

Specific Equipment: None except rinks.

Town & Country Park

Located on 299" and Neal Ave. *(1 mile South of the Dairy Queen and 1
block East) Size: 4.5 actes

Proposed to begin spring of 2001.

Future Proposed Features: nature area with benches, picnic area, paved 2-
lane circuit for running, walking, skating, bikes, tricycles etc., 3 separate play
areas and equipment for teens, elementary, and preschool. Plan includes
half-court basketball, tetherball, sandpit volleyball, swings, tire swing,
portable toilets, drinking water, and open green space.

City of North Branch-City Parks & Natural Areas

Branch Acres
This open space is undeveloped and located in a neighborhood at 394 and
Henna Avenue

Central Park

Central Park consists of 2.4 acres and has playground equipment, a hard
court sutface (basketball) permanent buildings, a pavilion/shelter, and a
picnic area. It is located at the intersection of Hwy 95 and 8" Avenue.

Chain Lake
This 0.6-acre undeveloped open space features a lake access (no boat
landing). Located on 412" St.

Duck Creek
This 1.6-acre park is undeveloped open space with bird feeders. It is
located off of County Road 13.

Harder Park

Harder Park is a 60-acre park and features 40 acres of wetlands and is
located east of downtown on TH95. The remaining twenty acres provides
four (4) baseball fields, play equipment, horseshoes, a basketball court,

pavilion/shelter, and a picnic area. It is located off of Harder Avenue north
of Hwy 95.

Chisago County Park System Plan
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North Branch Oaks
This 2 acre area is forested and undeveloped. It is located on 366" St.

Northwoods

Northwoods is a 5.5-acre park located at Sioux Trail and Chippewa Avenue.
It is handicapped accessible and features playground equipment, tennis
coutts, hard court surface (basketball) a pavilion/shelter, and picnic area.

River Walk Park

This park is located along the Sunrise River and features 2 mile to 1-mile
gravel trail, a pavilion/shelter and a picnic area. It is located between Grand
Avenue and County Road 30.

Tower Field

This 4.9-acre park is located under the east water tower features two-
baseball fields, a pavilion/shelter, and picnic area. It is located along Cougar
Trail.

Rush City-City Parks

Rush City Park
This small 100 ft by 350 ft. Park located at 250 South Dana Avenue

(northwest corner of the intersection of Dana Avenue and Fourth Street
(Trunk Highway 361) features a covered pavilion with a cement floor and
picnic shelter, swings, playground equipment and a restroom.

Rush Creek Park
This park is approximately 7 acres in size and is located at 600 Harte
Avenue. This park is a nature park with some walking trails along the creek.

City of Shafer-City Parks & Natural Areas

Ice rink
This rink is located on 302™ St. and is used for skating,

Open Space

This green space is located along Redwing Avenue and is improved with
flowers and provides benches.

Mechanics Park
This park is an undeveloped area in the former industrial park.

Chisago County Park System Plan
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Playground Park
Playground Park is located on 303" St. and provides playground equipment,
swings, and a basketball hoop

Tee Ball Field (not city-owned)
This field provides facilities for tee-ball. It is located on Redwing Avenue

City of Stacy

Rick Doyle Memorial Field
This park features softball fields south of Stacy.

Stacy City Park
This twelve-acre park is located east of 1-35 on CR19. This park features a

ball field, playground equipment, sledding hills, ice skating rink, warming
house and a picnic area.

City of Taylor’s Falls

Lions North Park
This two-acre park provides a boat landing, picnic areas, grills and
volleyball.

South Park
South Park provides a boat landing, picnic areas, grills and volleyball.

MN/DOT (under bridge) Under the Highway 8 Bridge Park.
This park provides benches, picnics areas and a view platform.

City of Wyoming-City Parks & Natural Areas

Ashton Park
Ashton Park is .6-acre in size and is located at 26110 Galen Drive. This
park provides a fenced playground and a picnic area.

Centennial Park

Centennial Park is .7 acre in size and is located at 266947 Fenwick Avenue
and provides picnic tables, grills, small storage building, and flagpole and
memorial plaques.

Kunshier Park
This 6.8-acre park is located at 5560 Flint Trail.  This park is
undeveloped/unused at this time. Part of the property determined to have

Chisago County Park System Plan
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possibly unstable ground due to past back filling of trees stumps and other
debris.

Lions Park of Wyoming
Lions Park is a half-acre park and is located at 4800 263rd St. This park

provides one ball field, a picnic shelter, picnic tables, grills, playground,
basketball half court and a parking lot that converts to a skating rink for
winter use. This park is also lighted.

Railroad Park

Railroad Park is located at 5280 East Viking Blvd. and is almost an acre in
size. This park features a City Welcome sign, picnic tables, and drinking
water, next to the Sunrise Prairie Trail, which is a 10-foot paved multi-use,
trail extending from North Branch to Hugo.

St. Paul’s Church Park

This 7.6-acre park is located at 5879 Wyoming Trail. This park is owned by
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and cooperatively developed with the City as a
park. This park features a basketball court, a playground, picnic tables, a
ball field and trail crosses through the park.

Sunrise Park

This 6.5-acre park is located at 5220 274™ Street. 'This park features a ball
field, picnic tables picnic shelter, volleyball court, playground, native
wildflower and grass are and a paved path from the parking lot into the
township.

Swenson Park

This 4-acre park is located at 26910 Flintwood Avenue. This provides
tennis courts, a playground, picnic tables, baseball field and rail crosses
through the park.

Thurnbeck Park/Fedje Fields

This 15-acre park is located at 26000 Goodview venues. The park currently
features two ball fields and a picnic area. Future planning in process to
develop this park jointly with Wyoming Township as a large multi-use
recreational area.

Water Tower Park

This .6-acre park is located at 26725 Felton Avenue. This park provides a
small playground area, picnic tables, and water tower well and pumps
house/maintenance building.
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Other Wyoming Areas
Wyoming Elementary though not a City Park is within the City limits and

has several ball fields and a large playground area. Other areas include
several short trails/paths, vatious out lots, city properties and right-of-way
throughout the city.
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PRIVATE RECREATIONAL PROVIDERS

Campgrounds
Kozy Oaks Kamp
Located in North Branch at 8629 277" Avenue NE.

Rush Lake Resort and Campround
This facility and campground are located in Rush City.

Tavlor’s Falls-Camp Waub-o-Jeeg
This private campground is two acres in size and provides rustic campsites
and trails. It is located along Road 16.

Whispering Bay Resort
Located in Linstrom at 14430 291 St. N.

Wildwood RV Park and Campgrounds
Located in Taylor’s Falls.

Charter Boat Tours & Boat Landings

Chisago City-Green Lake Access

This boat launch area provides access to Green Lake and a picnic area. It is
7 tenth of an acre.

Chisago City-Surf land Park ILake Access
This boat launch area provides access to Surf Lake. It is nine tenths of an
acre in size.

Chisago City-Russell Beach
This boat launch provides lake access. Itis one tenth of an acre in size

Tavlor's Falls Scenic Boat Touts
Locate in Taylor’s Falls along the St. Croix River.

Golf courses
Adventure Golf and Mini-golf
Situated outside of Taylor’s Falls

Falcon Ridge Golf Course
Falcon Ridge is an 18 hole M.G.A. sanctioned, executive 9-hole course and
driving range. It is located in Lent Township outside of Stacy.
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Greenwood Golf Links
Located in Wyoming at 4520 Viking Blvd.

North Branch Municipal Golf course
(Land owned by city)-managed privately. This municipal golf course is a
nine-hole par thirty-five golf course. It is located off of Forest Boulevard.

Hunting and Fishing Preserves
Deer Ridge Game Farm
Located outside of Harris.

Mission Creek Hunting Preserve
Located outside of Hinckley on rural route 2.

Roller Skating
Ice Skating Rinks (private)

North Branch- ice skating rink. This is located at Main and Grand Avenues.

Rush City-Private Roller Rink
This indoor rink was built circa 1950’s. Used by kids.

Ski Areas

Wild Mountain

This year round park offers summer and winter activities: skiing and
snowboarding, alpine slides, Taylor’s Falls Scenic tours, canoe rental and
campground facilities.

Snowmobile Club
Wild River Snowmobile Club
Located at 17940 St. Croix Trail N in Almelund
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